
COMMUNITY LINK-UP 
AWARD WINNERS 2013

We celebrate the 2013 Community Link-Up Award Winners 

Lee Newbury

Volunteer of the Year (individual)

Jodie Medd-Sygrove

Fundraiser of the Year (individual)

    



Last year we introduced the Community 
Link-Up Awards to recognise all the hard 
work and commitment that makes our 
community programme such a success, and 
to celebrate all the great things you do. 

We introduced the ‘Link-Up’ element of our 
programme last year and we really wanted 
this to be reflected in our Awards. So we have 
adopted a much more personal approach to the 
awards this year, and invited a member of the 
Group Executive to visit each winner. They were 
delighted to have the opportunity to present the 
Award at the winner’s own location and share 
the celebrations.
In this special edition newsletter we’re delighted 
to reveal the winners of each Award category, 
and of course there are photos too – so you can 
all see how pleased our winners were!

Let us remind you what Awards were up for grabs…

We received so many worthy nominations 
for each category, there are just too many 
to list here! 
Head to our community blog to see all 
the nominees, including a montage of the 
things they were nominated for. 
 
http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk 

COMMUNITY LINK-UP AWARDS

AWARD CATEGORIES 

Fundraiser of the Year (Team) 
Showing great team spirit and working 
together to raise money for their chosen 
charity.

Fundraiser of the Year (Individual) 
Raising money for one or more charities, and 
really ‘going the extra mile’

Most Inspirational Person 
Showing aspiration and a positive attitude, 
and really ‘giving it their all’

Fundraising Awards

Volunteer of the Year (Team) 
Having a well organised and planned 
volunteer event, and showing great team 
spirit

Volunteer of the Year (Individual) 
Include a passion for volunteering, showing 
a commitment to a charity or community 
group by going out of their way to provide 
support

Volunteering Awards

Best Link-Up Event 
An event that succeeded in ‘linking’ 
colleagues across the Group

Best Link-Up Location 
Having well organised and planned event(s), 
and Linking-Up with colleagues in your 
location/department

Link-Up Awards
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Award: Volunteer of the Year (Team)
Winner: Stockport House
Why: For really throwing themselves into 
community volunteering – like helping to 
prepare the Church Hall at St Lukes Church 
in time for the upcoming Christmas Fair. 
 
Jon Bunting travelled to Stockport to 
present the award at the beginning of 
February.

And the Winners are...

Lee Newbury, Smiths News Finance

Volunteer of the Year (Individual)

Stockport House

Volunteer of the Year (Team)

Award: Volunteer of the Year (Individual)
Winner: Lee Newbury 
Why: Last year Lee and his family looked 
after two young girls from Chernobyl 
Children’s Life Line, a charity that brings 
child victims of the Chernobyl disaster to 
the UK for recuperative breaks. Lee is now 
Vice Chairperson for the charity and plans 
to have more children stay with him this 
summer. 

Mark Cashmore presented Lee with his 
Award at Rowan House, in front of his 
colleagues in Finance.

Award: Fundraiser of the Year (Team) 
Winner: The Consortium
Why: Staff from both Trowbridge and 
Shrewsbury sites raised over £11,000 during 
Community Link-Up 2013 – they organised quiz 
nights, raffles, fancy dress and cake sales, as 
well as their Annual Golf Day and Race Night. 
 
The Award was presented to the chatrity team 
by Glenn Leech last Wednesday.

It’s great to win this award as recognition for 
all the work that goes into the events we run. 
We are always overwhelmed by the generosity 
of staff at Trowbridge and Shrewsbury and 
everyone should be very proud. 
 

In total we raised £12,370.14 last year, with 
£7,685.15 going to our main charity, West 
Wiltshire Special Needs Activity Scheme.

The Consortium

Fundraiser of the Year (Team)
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Nicola Smith, Bertrams

Fundraiser of the Year (Individual)

I took part in the bike ride because I 
wanted to push myself, with the added 
bonus of being able to raise money at the 
same time.  Day 2 was my favourite day - 
being able to ride on ‘flat’ ground - but the 
last 5 miles riding back to Rowan House as 
one group was such an amazing feeling as 
everyone was smiling. 
Nicola Smith, Bertrams 

Jodie Medd-Sygrove, Bertrams

Fundraiser of the Year (Individual)

“

”

Award: Fundraiser of the Year (Individual) 
Winners: Nicola Smith and Jodie Medd-
Sygrove
Why: Both Jodie and Nicola showed great 
enthusiasm in their training for the Paris – 
Swindon Bike Ride, and threw themselves into 
fundraising for their chosen charities. 

Jodie raised £1130 for NNU Targeted 
Radiotherapy Appeal, and Nicola raised £1071 
for East Anglia’s Children’s Hospice. 
 
Graeme Underhill presented the girls with their 
award at Bertrams on 20 February.

It went brilliantly, everyone was thrilled to 
see Mark (Cashmore) and Debbie was 
very appreciative of the presentation - we 
asked her husband to come in too and it 
was very emotional.” Derek Bell, 
Nottingham Group Distribution Manager

Award:  Most Inspirational Person 
Winner: Debra Walton
Why: Debra has shown exceptional 
courage by remaining positive when her 
husband was diagnosed as terminally ill 
last year. She has worked tirelessly to raise 
funds for Macmillan Nurses, including 
selling her ‘famous’ cakes at Nottingham! 
Mark Cashmore travelled to Nottingham to 
present Debra with her Award.

Debra Walton, Nottingham House

Most Inspirational Person
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Award: Best Link-Up Location
Winner: Slough House 
Why: Around 60 members of staff 
took part in a knock-out Wii tennis 
tournament for the whole of Slough 
House – a fantastic way of bringing 
colleagues together at one location!  
 
Shefali Patel accepted the Award from 
Jon Bunting on behalf of her colleagues 
at Slough.

Slough House

Best Link-Up Location

Award: Best Link-Up Event 
Winner: NAC and BLS 
Why: Around 90 members of staff from 
the NAC and BLS took part in “The Great 
Yorkshire Bake-Off” – their own take on 
the hit TV series The Great British Bake-
Off. This was a great way of bringing the 
departments together for Link-Up Fortnight 
and they gathered again to receive their 
Award from Jon Bunting.

We were really thrilled to be presented with 
this award, and it’s great to be recognised 
for an event that spanned across all of the 
NAC departments and BLS. Seeing how 
competitive and creative our colleagues 
are was a real eye opener, and having 
some of the men joining in was the icing on 
the cake! 
Jackie Atkinson, NAC Bradford

NAC and BLS

Best Link-Up Event

Award: Most Inspirational Person 
Winner: Lynn Henshaw  
Why: Lynn has worked tirelessly to raise 
awareness of the Christie Hospital, as they 
provided such fantastic care for her husband 
throughout his illness. Lynn’s recent efforts 
have raised almost £5000 for the charity. 
 
Jon Bunting was pleased to present Lynn with 
her Award at Stockport.

Lynn Henshaw, Stockport House

Most Inspirational Person

“

”

PAGE 5



AND FINALLY...

Our staff, and the charities closest to 
them, are what make our community 
programme so successful. It’s great to 
see so many of you getting involved in 
Community Link-Up - the commitment 
shown over the last year has been out-
standing.
 
Our winners should be extremely proud 
of what they have achieved – not only 
are they an inspiration to their col-
leagues, but also a real credit to the 
Company. 

Thanks to everyone for getting involved in 
our Community Awards and for sending 
us your nominations – it’s important we 
recognise those of you who have really 

made a difference on our community 
programme. We are looking forward to 
another successful year of Community 
Link-Up.

“

”
Mark Cashmore, Group Chief Executive
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