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Community Link-Up  - get in touch, get involved, get volunteering!

LETS GET STARTED!!

Find out how you can get involved!

Dates for  
your diary 
as we reveal 

this year’s flagship 
fundraisers!

More volunteering 
opportunities for staff 

Community Link-Up 
joins Twitter!

See Page 6
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Community Link-Up 2014 will 
bring you all the things you loved 
about last year – with a few new 
additions along the way. 

You told us what worked and what could be 
improved, and we’ve taken that on board to 
refresh our current programme. 

We will still keep our three key initiatives – 
charity fundraising, community volunteering 
and colleague involvement – so why not 
really set yourself a challenge this year? It 
could be anything from achieving a goal at 
work to running a marathon – we’d love to 
hear about it.

Community Champions

Our Community Champions play an important 
role in Community Link-Up, and will continue 
to help co-ordinate events at your location. 
They will be the main point of contact for any 
questions you have about fundraising.  
 
There’s a few new faces this year so ‘welcome’ 
– and thank you for volunteering to be one of 
our champions!  

If you’re not sure who your Community 
Champion is, look out for their name at the 
bottom of our Community Link-Up posters, or 
look it up on our community blog – 
http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk 

Welcome to Community Link-Up 2014

Each year our community programme has 
grown, and last year was no exception.  

The dragon boat regatta and football tournament 
were completely new events, and we’re delighted 
at how much you loved them. We also introduced 
‘Link-Up’, an opportunity for you to get together with 
your colleagues and have a bit of fun.

We had such a positive response from staff last 
year and were amazed at how many of you got 
involved – despite not having a fundraising target, 
we managed to raise over £86,000. 

There will be no target again this year and, as 
we’ve decided to launch earlier than ever before, 
you’ll have even more opportunities to get  
stuck in!
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Charity Fundraising!
Whilst we support you in all of your fundraising efforts, Community Link-Up isn’t just about raising money 
– it’s about getting involved in projects that mean something to you, whether it’s helping out in your 
local community or organising an event at your location.  

And our support doesn’t stop there – for every story we publish on the blog, we will donate £20 to your 
chosen charity. Plus we will provide you with time off to organise your fundraising events and activities.

We’re really excited about our fundraising flagships this year – the first one kicks off in March. 

SPORT RELIEF – 21st - 23rd March

This year we really want to get 
behind Sport Relief  – not only 
is it a fantastic cause, but it’s 
a great way to get yourself 
moving too.

Running from Friday 21st to 
Sunday 23rd March, Sport Relief brings the 
entire nation together to get active, raise 
money…and have fun! This year Sport Relief 
features new events - the Swimathon and 
Cycle events – as well as the more familiar 
Sport Relief Mile. 

 

How will we help you?
We’re encouraging as many of you as possible 
to take part – plus we are offering £50 in 
sponsorship to the first 20 applicants who 
sign up to take part!  

So whether you decide to run, swim or cycle, 
this is a great opportunity for you to set yourself 
a personal challenge – you have plenty of 
time to do some training so why not really test 
yourself? It’s easy to enter – just head to the Sport 
Relief website and find your nearest location. 
http://www.sportrelief.com/event-info  

Don’t forget…!

If we have inspired you to take part in any of the Sport Relief events, please get in touch! We will 
sponsor £50 to the first 20 applicants who sign up and let us know. That said, we will still sponsor you 
£20 if you sign up after these places are filled as we will feature you on our community blog. 
Email Laura.Morris@smithsnews.co.uk with your Sport Relief Giving Page details.

“The Mile”
Where: All across the UK,  
including a flagship mile 
in London
When: Sunday 23rd March
Cost: £6 (individual), £15 (team)

“The Cycle”
Where: Three events: in  
London, Manchester and Glasgow
When: Sunday 23rd March
Cost: £10 (individual), £25 (team)

“The Swimathon”
Where: Over 600 participating 
pools nationwide
When: Friday 21st – Sunday 
23rd March
Cost: £11 (individual), £25 (team)
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TREKFEST 2014 – 7th 
and 8th June
It’s been a while since a sponsored walk featured on 
our community programme and we’re delighted to 
announce that our flagship walk is back – and this  
year it’s going to be bigger than ever!

Trekfest is a challenging walk over the stunning Brecon 
Beacons in South Wales, and will certainly test your 
physical endurance and stamina. Crossing some of 
the highest peaks in the Brecons – including Pen y 
Fan (886m) and Cribyn (795m) – trekkers can choose 
between completing a 54 mile course in 24 hours, or  
the shorter 27 mile route in 12 hours. 

You can enter as an individual or as a group  – however 
we’d love to make this a real team event and link 
colleagues from as many different locations as possible.  
 

So we are offering to cover 
registration costs for the walk–  
all you have to do is commit to 
raising a minimum of £240 for the 
27 mile walk or £340 for the 54 mile 
route per person for a charity of 
your choice.  

This is a great opportunity to team up with a few 
colleagues and take part in this fantastic charity 
challenge – you can fundraise for the team’s preferred 
charity or your own individual choice. Plus, there are 
training programmes available so you are all suitably 
prepared for the event – what better way to get to know 
your colleagues and see who is the most competitive! 

The deadline for entries is Friday 28 March - look out  
for more information over the coming weeks! Or, if 
you’ve already made your decision, contact Laura for  
a registration form – Laura.Morris@smithsnews.co.uk 

Not an athlete?
If sport really isn’t your thing, don’t worry – there are plenty of things you can do in the workplace to 
help raise cash for Sport Relief throughout March. Here are a few simple ideas to get you started: 

Dress up as 

your favourite 

athlete – 

charge your 

colleagues to 

look sporty for 

Hold an old-school sports day – staff vs managers tug of war??

Walk or cycle 

to work and 

donate the 

money you save

Bake! No-one’s 
going to turn 
down yummy 

cakes when the 
proceeds are 

going to such a 
good cause…

There’s lots more advice on the Sport Relief website, including top tips on fundraising  
and setting up a Sport Relief Giving Page to make donating as easy as possible.
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Community Volunteering
Community volunteering is a really important 
initiative on the programme. We run two main 

volunteering opportunities, but 
if you want to do something 
different that’s fine – we also 
offer the flexibility that allows 
you to do this. 

‘Volunteer Time’ is our Group-wide 
volunteer policy, which allows you to take time out 
of your working week to support charities or projects 
that are important to you. 

Not sure where to start?
There’s lots of information on our 
community blog, including a list of 
local charities and organisations 
across the UK – so you’re sure to find one 
close to you! And if you’re still stuck for ideas, you 
could always read others’ stories on the blog to see 
how they’ve got involved. 
 
Just download a Volunteer Time form from the 
community website (http://communityweek.
smithsnews.co.uk), and send to your line 
manager for approval. 

The Young Readers Programme

The Young Readers Programme 
encourages children to read 
for enjoyment, as well as 
teaching them important skills 
about using library services and 
improving their literacy skills. 

The programme has been a great success in 
four Norwich-based schools so far, and we’re 
delighted that staff at Wordery will also have the 
opportunity to volunteer as the programme is 
rolled out at a school in Farnborough.

If there are any Norwich-based staff who would 
like to volunteer or find out more about the 
scheme, please get in touch.

Stickability

Stickability has now been running for almost 
a year in schools in the South-West, and has 
been received very positively both by staff at 
The Consortium and Rowan House. Based on 
a sticker reward system, the programme helps 
children aged 9-10 develop their learning skills 
with lifelong impact. 

We’re looking forward to running the 
programme in a Swindon-based school 
after Easter - if anyone is interested in getting 
involved please speak to Laura Morris in Group 
Communications.

Bath Rugby Foundation and the National Literacy Trust

Last year we supported two new literacy schemes – Bertrams partnered with 
the National Literacy Trust to deliver The Young Readers Programme, and The 
Consortium and Smiths News have been working with the Bath Rugby Foundation 
on Stickability. And we’re delighted at how many of you volunteered to be a part 
of the programmes.
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Colleague Involvement
This proved to be a really popular event last year, and it was great to see so many of you ‘Linking-Up’ 
with colleagues across the business, and organising fun events at your locations. 
We’ll be offering similar opportunities for you to ‘link-up’ again this year, and one of those will be at the 
Group football tournament.

Sign up now! 

And, if you retweet us, all your friends will 
be able to see how great our community 
programme is! Look out for the twitter logos on 
our posters – and get following! 

Keep in touch!

As always, you can stay up-to-date on 
community news via our dedicated community 
website, as well as find out key information on 
this year’s flagship events and any documents 
you might need. 

And don’t forget – for every story we feature 
on the community blog, we will donate an 
additional £20 to your charity – so please 
send us your news!

New for 2014!
There’s always so much going on during Community Link-Up and we do our best to keep you updated on 

what your colleagues have been up to. That’s why this year, for the first time EVER, we’re introducing our 
community programme to Twitter!  

Follow us @LinkUp2014
You’ll be able to follow us, read our tweets and see pictures of your colleagues fundraising, volunteering 
and ‘linking-up.’ There will be a live feed on the community blog so it will be bang up to date  - if you’re 

not yet signed up to the blog, please make sure you do it soon.
http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk

Football Tournament 2014
We probably don’t need to remind you  
how successful our football event was,  
but it really showed how much fun 
colleagues can have – just in one location! 
Never before had so many staff got together 
at an event like this, and the feedback we 
received was amazing.

That’s why we’re doing it again this year 
on Sunday 28 September – if you haven’t 
already, please save the date!
 

Dates for your diary!

21st-23rd March - Sports Relief 

7th-8th June - TrekFest

28th September - Football Tournament
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