
Group 
Football 
Tournament

We bring you photos of all 

the action and excitement 

from our first ever Group 

football tournament, as well as 

announcing the all-important 

Smiths News Group Futsal 

Champions 2013.

Link¬Up
Fortnight

The last two weeks in September 

gave staff the opportunity to ‘link-up’ 

with their colleagues – we find out 

what everyone’s been up to!

The bike ride is one of our biggest flagships events. We share some of the cyclists’ best moments along the way…

Paris to 
Swindon
Bike Ride
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Newsletter
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Group Football Tournament
This yearJon Bunting hosted the first ever Group Football 

Tournament as part of the Link-Up initiative. It was a great 

opportunity for staff across the whole Group to get together 

and Link-Up with colleagues at a fun event. 

26 teams from across the Group took part in the event, and it was fantastic 

to see staff interacting with their colleagues…despite them being on rival 

teams! Naturally the teams were competitive (even against the girls!) 

and we were there to capture it all – the goals, the misses, penalties and 

tackles. Enjoy!

Players look tense before the 

games begin…

The games get underway 

and the tackling begins…

Jonathan 
Bunting 
welcomes 
everyone to 

the event – let 

the games 

begin!

Thinking 
tactics…

Dan Giles 
has a quiet 

moment

Dan Magness, record breaking freestyler, 

shows us some tricks…
…and Lucy Manfield takes on 

the challenge!

The NAC 
Novices 
‘megs’ 
the 
goalie!

Lloyd 
Purchase 

takes a 
shot for 
Team JB

Gavin 
Spares in 

action for 
Goal Goal 

Power 
Rangers

Mike Frost 
tries some 

fancy 
footwork

Penalty!

BG2 chilling out 
between games

Chris Townrow 
almost takes 
out his own 

goalie!

Things get interesting as the tension mounts...

So close! BG1 
from Smiths News 
Borehamwood were the Runners Up

It’s been a busy year for the Group Community Programme – not only have we organised two of our largest flagship 
events to date but we have introduced new events too – and we can confidently say they were a roaring success!! 
September has been particularly busy, with the bike ride and Group football tournament on consecutive weekends! It’s also 
great to see that staff from lots of locations have been throwing themselves into Link-Up Fortnight. 

We’d like to share some of the highlights of the past month’s events, starting with the first ever Group 
football tournament, hosted by Jon Bunting. The day ended with some 

well-deserved awards

The 
Shrewsbury 

Strollers 
console 
themselves 

after being 

knocked out 

of Group 
stages!

The Conslaughter 

‘Em  were the 

champions 

of the Futsal 

tournament

The Bend It Like Beckham Girls took 

the ‘Best Dressed’ trophy

The Misfits were awarded ‘Most 
Competitive Team’ – as decided 
by the refs!

Best Team Name went to ‘Twilightfully Good’ 

from Birmingham – they were setting their 

standards high!

The Smiths 
Destroyers 
from 
Peterborough 
deserved 
their ‘Fair 
Play’ Award, 
for keeping in 
high spirits!

And finally - 
Team JB took 

the ‘Golden 
Boot’ for 

scoring the 
most goals in 

Group stages – 
26 goals!

We’ve already had some great feedback 

– both from the teams that played and the people who came to 

show their support. After such a successful debut, we can certainly 

say there’ll be a football tournament next year. Watch this space 

for the date.



Location: Borehamwood
Link¬Up Event: 
‘Food Day’ – everyone brought in cakes 
and food they had 
made including curry, poppadums, samosas and other sweet treats – they raised £67!

Location: SN Slough
Link ¬Up Event: 
48 members of 
staff took part in 
a knock out tennis 
tournament on the 
Wii console.

THE MACMILLAN COFFEE 
MORNING provided a great 
excuse to link-up with 
colleagues, and it was great 
to see the effort made by 
staff - some of these cakes 
look amazing

Link ¬Up Fortnight
This year we also introduced Link-Up Fortnight, a new 

initiative that gives staff the opportunity to Link-Up 

with their colleagues in their working environment. 

We wanted to encourage staff to get to know their 

colleagues better, as well as understand what other 

departments and functions do!

Our Community Champions have been in touch to tell us what 

they’ve been up to – here are some of our favourites!

Location: Grad Scheme

Link¬Up Event: Eight 

of our Graduates 

(past and present) got 

together to dig and 

raise flower beds to 

help create a relaxing 

area for the residents 

of the Swindon Therapy 

Centre for Multiple 

Sclerosis. 

Location: Houtschild and 

Erasmus
Link¬Up Event: It was great 

to see that our international 

colleagues also held a link-up 

event - Houtschild hosted a tour 

of their offices and held an in-

house lunch for five delegates 

from Erasmus, whilst 5 of the 

Houtschild team enjoyed the 

same treatment in Amsterdam.

Location: Rowan House

Link¬Up Event: Not 
content with just a 
coffee morning, staff 
at Rowan House also 
organised an evening 
quiz - complete with 
fish and chip supper! 
They managed to 
raise just over £200 by 
selling cakes and raffle 
tickets.

Location: NAC, Bradford

Link¬Up Event: Staff at Bradford hosted their very own 

‘Great Yorkshire Bake Off’, set over 2 weeks with teams 

baking everything from cakes and biscuits to pastries and 

savoury treats – Mary Berry eat your heart out! The event 

raised over £120 for the Bradford and Airedale Cancer 

Support Centre.

Paris to Swindon Bike Ride  
20¬23 September 2013
The cyclists have since recovered from their epic journey 

across the channel, but let’s take a look at some of their best 

moments on the bike ride of a life time…

Location: The 
Consortium & 
Bertrams
Link¬Up Event: The 
Consortium’s coffee 
morning was held 
at both Trowbridge 
and Shrewsbury 
sites, and raised 
an amazing £356! 
Staff at Bertrams 
managed to raise 
£198.32

Stockport House joined in the Macmillan fun and raised £310.52, while Peterburough’s last minute 
coffe morning raised £22.
In total the company has raised over £1000 for Macmillan - that’s one big coffee morning!

The cyclists meet 
up with their 
international 
colleague 
Ludovic 
Lautissier, MD of 
Dawson France, 
who showed 
them the sights 
of Paris and of 
course the best 
restaurants!

The bikes are 
looking a little 
lonely without 
their owners en 
route to Paris, 
good job they 
are going to be 
reunited soon. 

All Aboard the 
Eurostar! Jodie 
and Nicola from 

Bertrams have 
their tickets at 
the ready!

Ready, Set, Go! 

Homeward Bound! 
The cyclists 
cruise through 
the Hampshire 
countryside.

Nick’s still 
smiling - 
it’s just a 

walk in the 
park!

They made it! The cyclists have never been so 

pleased to see Rowan House…! 

Sleeping on the 
job Polly?!

It’s been 
emotional – 

Gillian Bonthron 
and Stewart 

McGeoch
 share a much 

needed hug!

A warm welcome at 
Rowan House – Bucks Fizz anyone?

Community Link-Up has been a great success - look 

out for a running total of money raised in the next 

dispatches. A big thank you to all who took part!

A Final Word. . .

TOTAL RAISED:
OVER £1000


