
Find out how you can 'Link-Up' in this Dispatches Special!

Let's all get involved!

LETS GET STARTED!!

Get involved in your  
local community

An important part of  

our charity programme  

to date is fundraising.  

This year is no exception!

Meet your colleagues  
from across the Group 

Keep in touch check out our blog 
http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk/



Our Community Week programme has 
been a huge success over the past 2 
years. 2012 saw our highest levels of 
involvement yet, with activity from almost 
every location. We also collectively 
raised an astonishing £102,000 - far 
exceeding our £70,000 target.

But Community Week is much more than a ‘week’, 
and this year we wanted our programme to 
reflect this. We listened to what you enjoyed about 
previous years’, and also what you felt we could 
improve on. 

In this Dispatches Special we'll give you a flavour  
of what the new programme is all about - and tell  
you about some of the fabulous opportunities for  
you to get involved.

So...for 2013 we bring you... 

Community Link-Up is about just that – ‘linking up’. 
The programme is designed to offer you more 
flexibility to choose how you are involved – be it 
giving your time, raising money or simply getting 
more involved with colleagues across the Group. 

We’ve identified 3 key ways in which you can  
‘link-up’. There are no limitations - you can get 
involved in all 3 if you like!

•	 CHARITY FUNDRAISING
•	 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERING                                   
•	 COLLEAGUE INVOLVEMENT

Each of the 3 areas will have its own flagship 
events, with opportunities for you all to get  
involved – no matter who (or where) you are! 

Take a look at the following pages to  
find out what we’ve got in store…
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Community Champions
Community Champions are the 
very back bone of our community 
programme, and will continue to help 
co-ordinate events and fundraising at a 
local level, as well as feeding back on 
the fantastic efforts across the Group. 

We’ll also be asking them to continue 
to track just how much money is being 
raised, and look to celebrate any key 
milestones with you.

So keep up the great work!

We'll also be sending out Community 
Link-Up posters and printed copies of 
this document - so look out for these!



Group Fun Day
We’re looking to organise a fun-filled day of 
activity for everyone across the Group. The 
event will focus on getting staff from around the 
country together to link – up in a fun way, with a 
sense of real team-spirit. 

Some of the events that we are  
looking at are…

•	 Group	football	tournament
•	 Dragon	boat	racing
•	 Velodrome	event	

More information will follow  
– so watch this space!
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An important part of our charity 
programme to date is fundraising.  
And this year is no exception. 

2013 will see us support staff in  
all their fundraising efforts, again 
centred on causes important in the  
local community. 

However, this year there will be no 
specific fundraising target.

Back by popular demand we’ll also see the return  
of one of our key flagship fundraiser events –  
(as well as the introduction of some new ones!)

More information on all the activities will follow, 
but should you have any questions, email us at 
community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk

Charity  
Fundraising

Paris – Swindon Bike Ride 
20th-23rd	September	2013

We asked you what flagship events you 
wanted to see in this years’ programme – 
and another bike ride came top of your list!  
So after two successful charity bike rides, 
this year we’ll be doing it all again – this 
time from Paris to Swindon. 

Many of you have already been in touch to 
register your interest, and we need a minimum of 
12 people to sign up to make the ride possible.

For more information contact  
community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk   
or call Rachel Varney on 01793 563511

Applications will open soon!

•	 Cycle	from	Paris	to	Swindon	over	4	days
•	 Raise	money	for	a	charity	of	your	choice
•	 Commit	to	a	£1,500	fundraising	target

Not keen on cycling?
Then why not volunteer to be a member  
of our support team? 

We’re looking for people who are willing to lend 
a hand to our cyclists during their challenge. This 
could be driving a support vehicle, or maybe even 
reporting back to base on their progress!

If you’re interested, email us at  
community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk

Friday 20th – Monday 23rd September



National Literacy Trust
Bertrams are to build on their existing 
relationship with the National Literacy 
Trust by partnering with them to support 
children; providing key links between 
them and their local libraries. 

The ‘Young Readers’ Programme will provide a great 
opportunity for staff at Bertrams to volunteer to help 
support the development of children's literacy.	

For more information email:  
community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk

D.A.S.H
D.A.S.H, or ‘Discovering Autistic Spectrum Happiness’ 
is a small Swindon-based charity, whose mission is to 
improve the quality of life of adults of working age 
with Aspergers and other high functioning Autistic 
Spectrum Conditions living in the area.

Smiths News are currently looking at ways to work 
with D.A.S.H, including a number of opportunities 
for staff to volunteer for the charity, and also to help 
them organise days out and social events for the 
young adults involved.

We’ll keep you updated as plans progress!
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Community Volunteering

Community Volunteering is about you 
getting involved in your local community. 
Our Group-wide ‘Volunteer Time’ policy 
gives you the flexibility to take time out 
from work to allow you to support the 
causes that matter to you. 

As part of Community Link-Up we’re pleased to 
bring you some fantastic volunteer opportunities; 
with each business partnering with a charity close to 
their hearts and local communities.

Bath Rugby Foundation
The Consortium is teaming up with the Bath 
Rugby Foundation (bathrugbyfoundation.com) 
to deliver a bespoke literacy programme in 
local schools based in the South West.

‘Stickability’ will kick-off in April, and is designed to  
give young people aged 9 and 10 the  
opportunities and support to develop learning skills 
and confidence, with lifelong impact. 

The programme reinforces five 
core learning skills, with praise 
and a special sticker system 
through classroom-based literacy 
sessions, which are linked into 
active sport sessions. 

The Consortium and Smiths News 
staff in the South are invited to get involved as 
volunteers to help support the project’s delivery  
in local primary schools.

For more information please contact Jo Kent at  
The Consortium Joanne.Kent@theconsortium.com 
or Rachel Varney at Rowan House  
rachel.varney@smithsnews.co.uk

The volunteering doesn’t stop there! 
Don't forget we have our own Group-wide 
volunteering programme ‘Volunteer Time’, 
which allows you to take time out for the 
charities and causes close to you. 

For more information, or to apply for  
Volunteer Time visit the community website 
(http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk/)  
or speak to your Line Manager.

Community
Volunteering
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The Great Work Experience!

Have you ever wanted to work in Sales & Marketing? 
Or maybe wanted to find out more about what the 
Customer Service team at The Consortium do?

Well – we’ve teamed up with managers across the 
Group to create a range of work experience days 
to give you the chance to find out!

Watch this space for more information…. 
coming soon!

Colleague 
Involvement
Colleague involvement is about 
creating opportunities to work with,  
and meet our colleagues from across 
the Group.  

This is a new and exciting addition to 
our community programme, and is a 
fantastic opportunity for staff to learn 
more about their own business, and also 
about other businesses within the Group. 

To help make this happen we’ll be offering a 
number of opportunities for staff to do something 
a little different …

Link-Up Fortnight
1st-12th	July	2013

Link-Up Fortnight is all about challenging you 
and your locations to organise an innovative 
‘link-up’ with your colleagues or customers. 
You might host a celebratory tea-party, an 
in-house open day or simply get everyone 
together to ‘link-up’.

We’ll also be challenging you to link-up  
‘one-to-one’, and asking everyone to make  
one new link at work. This could be getting to 
know more about what the person sitting across 
the office from you does, or even getting in 
touch with someone from another business 
within the Group. 

They’ll be prizes for 
the most creative 
ideas, and we’ll 
be showcasing 
your link-ups via the 
community blog.
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Whilst we may not have a fundraising 
target to meet this year, we’ll still be 
encouraging and supporting our staff 
in all their fundraising efforts. Our 
community programme has, and always 
will be about giving you the freedom 
to support those charities and causes 
close to your hearts. Just make sure you 
tell us about them!
Email us at	community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk	
and we’ll feature your event on the community 
blog (http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk/). 

Plus – for every event we  
feature, you’ll receive  
a £20 donation to your charity!

Keep in touch 
We’ll also be keeping you 
up-to-date with all the 
latest Community Link-Up 
news via our fortnightly 
e-newsletter. 

This will include updates on all 
our flagship events, fundraising and volunteering 
ideas, and most importantly –staff efforts and 
achievements from across the Group.

So whether you’re fundraising for a local charity, 
taking part in a national event, or just want to 
share your story – let us know!

Email us at
community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk

Celebrating success
Following the success our 
Community Week Awards 
ceremony last year, we will be 
looking to hold another event 
in the autumn of 2013. Group 
Chief Executive Mark Cashmore and Olympic 
medallist Michael Jamieson hosted last years’ 
ceremony, which saw staff from across the Group 
recognised for their fantastic contribution to 
Community Week 2012. 

We	can’t	wait	to	do	it	all	again!

So that’s Community Link-Up  
in a nutshell... 
We hope you’ll agree that there are plenty of 
reasons to be excited about the coming months 
– and lots of opportunities to get involved!

Should you have any questions about 
Community Link-Up, or want to let us know what 
you’ve been up to, email the Comms Team at 
community.linkup@smithsnews.co.uk  
or call 01793 563511

Let’s get started…..

It's all 
about  
you!


