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This year our staff have raised over £86,000!

Let us know your ideas for next year!

Another great year for the Community Programme

Read updates on our literacy programmes with the Bath Rugby Foundation & the National Literacy Trust

We bring you the latest news, & look at what’s in store for 2014

PARIS to SWINDON

BIKE RIDE
Find out how much our cyclists raised

A review of this year’s community programme

Find out more inside
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Not only have we introduced new flagship events 
- the dragon boat race and football tournament, 
but we also added a whole new element – 
‘Linking-Up’ – to allow our staff to do something a 
bit different and fun. We’ve suggested ideas and 
provided the opportunities, but you’ve done the 
rest – and we’ve been amazed by the energy 
and effort that goes into making our programme 
so fantastic.

It’s been great to hear from you whatever your 
location, and we have seen plenty of activity and 
fundraising going on across the Group – well done 
to our Community Champions for all your hard 
work!

As we come to the end of 2013, we thought we’d 
‘wrap up’ by summarising what a fantastic year 
it’s been – and look forward to the next.

What is Give as You Earn?
Give as You Earn is a fantastic tax efficient scheme 
that allows employees to make regular donations 
to charity directly from their salary each month. The 
great thing about this scheme is that staff donate to 
a charity of their choice, before tax.

For more information on our two payroll giving 
schemes, contact laura.morris@smithsnews.co.uk

What is Pennies from Heaven?
Pennies from Heaven rounds down employees’ 
net pay to the nearest pound, and the remaining 
pennies are donated directly to the Group’s chosen 
charities, Cancer Research UK and Whizz Kidz. No 
employee will ever donate more than 99p per pay 
day, but added together they can turn pennies into 
pounds.

This year we have raised over £86,000! 
Our programme is not just about fundraising, and this 
year we eliminated a fundraising target completely. 
However, we’re delighted that we’ve raised an 
impressive £86,809.76!
One of the best things about our community 
programme is that it supports a wide range of charities 
– no matter how big or small. And we’ve been really 
impressed at how our staff have got involved with 
helping their local communities this year.

And that’s not all!

The Community Programme 
always promises to keep us on 
our toes, but this year has been 
our busiest yet!

CHARITY

FUNDRAISING

Our community programme has now been running 
for three years, but it’s not just fundraising that keeps 
the pennies rolling in – our payroll giving schemes 
have really made a difference too. Over the last 3 
years, staff have kindly been donating through Give 
As You Earn and Pennies From Heaven and raised 
an incredible £44,482!

Which means our fundraising total for the 
last three years is over £300,000! Now that’s 
something to shout about!
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However there have also been some lows – 
Michael managed to tear a tendon in his bicep 
during training, meaning he ended up finishing a 
disappointing fifth in the Championships in Barcelona.

Michael seems to be back on top form though – 
at the end of October he struck gold at the FINA 
Swimming World Cup in Dubai. He also took the silver 
medal in the men’s 100m breaststroke, as well as 
previously winning two silver medals in the Moscow 
World Cup. 

It’s great that Michael’s achievements have not 
gone unnoticed – in July he was named as the British 
Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS) Sportsman 
of the Year, and invited to take part in the BBC’s 
Superstars programme. Michael was also an 
ambassador for Swim Britain, which aims to get half 
a million of us swimming more regularly and took part 
during the summer at 10 locations across the UK.

With another three locations to visit for the World 
Cup, the European Championships in December and 
a new home to decorate, Michael’s certainly got his 
work cut out. And if he isn’t busy enough, he has just 
been confirmed as one of the athlete ambassadors 
for the Commonwealth Games 2014 in Glasgow – 
we’ll be sure to follow his progress!

It’s been quite a roller coaster of a 
year for Michael, with highs including 
finishing his degree and getting fastest 
qualifier at the World Championships 
this summer. He’s also just bought his 
first house! 

Worcester Dragon 
Boat Regatta 

We are really proud of our flagship events, as 
they bring staff together and are a true test of 
endurance and determination. This year we 
added two new events to our flagships and we’re 
delighted at how successful they were!

In June, we entered three teams into the annual 
Worcester Dragon Boat Race (Worcester MSC, The 
Consortium, and Rowan House), to compete against 
19 other businesses and organisations. After a whole 
day’s racing and some very sore arms, everyone 
agreed that they’d had a great day! Worcester 
MSC finished 9th overall but also received an award 
for Most Inspirational Team and raising money for 
charities Headway and The British Heart Foundation. 

Bertrams were also inspired to enter into their local 
dragon boat race – they called themselves the 
Bertrams Bravehearts and even dressed in wigs and 
tartan hats!

MICHAEL JAMIESON

WHAT A YEAR!

OUR FLAGSHIP
FUNDRAISING
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PARIS TO SWINDON
BIKE RIDE

Our charity bike rides have always 
played a big part in the community 
programme and this year it went to new 
extremes by venturing onto foreign soil!
We followed the cyclists’ progress as they rode 
from Paris to Swindon, with regular updates on the 
community blog, and even threw them a French/
English themed welcome party at Rowan House.

However, after three successful years of the bike 
ride, we’re sad to announce that this year was the 
last one – for now at least. We know there were 
lots of firm friendships made and plenty of great 
memories for all – especially for those that took 
part three years running! 

This year the cyclists have raised an astonishing 
£25,626.74 for charities close to their hearts – that’s 
the largest ever bike ride total! How’s that for 
going out with a bang?!

With the football tournament still 
fresh in our minds, we probably 
don’t need to remind you what a 
successful day it was.
With 26 teams taking part from across the Group, 
the day passed in a blur of goals, penalties 
and smiling faces. It was great to see everyone 
getting to know each other over a bacon buttie, 
and we can’t wait until next year’s tournament 
on Sunday 28 September 2014. Jonathan Bunting 
will host the event again and we can confirm 
that this year’s champions will be there to 
defend their title!

FOOTBALL

TOURNAMENT 2013
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Stickability – ‘Bath Players Help 
Kids to Gain Confidence’

Volunteer Time allows staff to take time out of work 
and lend a hand where needed, and we’ve heard 
some great examples of how you’ve got involved. 

In April this year, The Consortium and Smiths News have 
partnered with the Bath Rugby Foundation to deliver a 
new and exciting literacy programme called ‘Stickability.’ 
The programme is designed to help children aged 9-10 
develop their literary ability and confidence, as well as 
provide them with lifelong skills.

Stickability is based on a special sticker system, rewarding 
the children for their achievements whilst keeping them 
motivated. Staff from The Consortium and Smiths News 
have volunteered to be part of the programme. Glenn 
Leech, Managing Director of The Consortium, has been 
volunteering at Westbury Junior School:

“I am really proud of the support The Consortium has 
provided to the Bath Rugby Foundation, and am 
delighted to have been a part of such a fantastic 
programme.”

The programme has just entered its third term, and it’s 
already clear what a difference it has made - 72% of 
the 193 children in the pilot phase showed increased 
confidence scores, some with an enormous increase of 
over 30% in just six weeks. 

IN THE PRESS! 
This year we have also invested in two fantastic programmes 

that help young children with their literary skills, and both have 

received great coverage in the press.

The Young Readers Programme 
- ‘Youngsters Bring Literary 
Characters to Life’
Bertrams have also been supporting a National 
initiative – they are currently partnered with the 
National Literacy Trust on a bespoke literacy 
programme in Norwich-based primary schools. 
The Young Readers Programme aims to motivate 
children to read for enjoyment, as well as 
teaching them important skills about using library 
services, choosing books and improving their 
literary skills.

The programme has run in just one school so far, 
but we’ve already had some great feedback. 
Bertrams staff helped children choose books, 
and took part in creative sessions such as making 
bookmarks and visiting libraries. The themed days 
were particularly popular, where children could 
dress up as their favourite fairy-tale character.
Tracy Branford, Health, Safety and Facilities 
Administrator at Bertrams, volunteered at Bignold 
Primary School:
“It was a delight to have the opportunity to share 
my book knowledge with the children…I believe 
that any help I can give which will assist young 
people discover and develop themselves as 
readers is a very positive step and will hopefully 
help them kick off a life-long love of reading.”

Volunteering has been an important 
part of the Community Link-Up
programme, and we have 
encouraged our staff to get involved 
in supporting their local communities, 
or volunteering with charities that are 
important to them.

COMMUNITY 

VOLUNTEERING
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COMMUNITY BLOG

COMMUNITY 

VOLUNTEERING
working with dash

Smiths News have continued their 
support with DASH this year, a local 
Swindon charity who help improve the 
quality of life for adults with Aspergers.
Earlier in the year, the Smiths News Executive got their 
hands dirty as they helped to improve the grounds 
at the Swindon Wildflower Nursery – a garden set up 
to grow and sell native wildflowers from seed to help 
raise funds to support its work. The scheme has been 
going really well and we’re delighted that our funding 
has enabled the charity to run their social group for a 
whole year.

Our community blog is a fantastic way 
of sharing with the Group all the great 
fundraising events our staff have been 
involved in and we’ve heard some 
really inspirational stories this year.
The bike ride and futsal events generated lots of 
interest too, and in September alone the blog had 
9106 page views!
The business has continued to contribute an 
additional £20 to charity for each story – this year we 
have donated £1640 in total. And we also reached 
an exciting milestone this month, our 500th blog post! 
We’ll continue to use the blog to keep you up to date 
with upcoming events and charity news. If you’re not 
signed up, do it now!
http://communityweek.smithsnews.co.uk 

We’d really like to recognise all the energy and 
commitment that has gone into our Community 
Link-Up programme. 
Although we provide ideas and opportunities, it’s 
our staff who really make the difference – some of 
you have really gone above and beyond to raise 
money for charities close to your heart, and we’ve 
seen fantastic team spirit too. 
So we’ll be presenting a number of awards to 
those people who’ve stood out – and we’d like 
you to decide who they are. Nominations will take 
place during December and early January - watch 
this space for more information on how you can 
nominate your colleagues! 

Introducing Community Link-Up 
Awards 2013

Get in touch!
We are currently putting together next year’s community programme - if you have any ideas please get in touch!
Email: Laura.Morris@smithsnews.co.ukPhone: 01793 563753
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